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of the clergy had to much, but that is taken away, and now
we have to little. But for myne owne parte, I have no cause
to complaine, for I thanke God and the king, I have sufficient
And God is my judge I came not to crave of any man, any
thing, but I know them that have too little^ There lyeth a
great matter by these appropriations, great reformation is to
be had in them. I know where is a great market towne with
divers hamelets and inhabitantes, where doe rise yearely of
theyr laboures to the value of fifty pound, and the Vicar that
serveth (being so great a cure) hath but xij. or xiiij. markes by
yeare, so that of this pension he is not able to buy him bookes,
nor geve his neighbour drinke; all the great gayne goeth an
other way.
My father was a yoman, and had no landes of hys owne;
onely he had a farme of iij. or iiij. pound by yeare at the utter-
most, and hereupon he tilled so muche as kept halfe a dosson
men. He had walke for an hundred sheepe, and my mother
milked xxx. kyne. He was able, and did finde the king a har-
nesse, with him selfe and his horse, while he came to the place
that he should receyve the kinges wages. I can remember,
that I buckled his harnesse, when he went unto Blacke heath
fielde. He kept me to schole, or els I had not bene able to
have preached before the kinges majestie now. He maryed
my sisters with five pound, or xx, nobles1 apiece, so that he
brought them up in godlinesse, and feare of God. He kept
hospitality for his poore neighboured And some almes he
gave to the poore, and all thys did he of the sayde farme.
Where he that now hath it, payeth xvj. pound by the yeare
or more, and is not able to doe any thyng for hys prince, for
him selfe, nor for his children, or geve a cup of drinke to the
poore,
Thus all the enhaunsing and rearing goeth to your private
commoditie and wealth. So that where ye had a single too
much, you have that: and since the same,, ye have eahaimced
the rent, and so have encreased an other too much: so now
ye have double too much, which is to[o] too much. But let the
preacher preach till his tongue be worne to the stompes, '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